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PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE

I hope you are all doing well and enjoying 
the slow transition from winter to spring, 
although it feels like winter most days.

I thought I’d take this opportunity to in-
troduce you to what we, your Board of Di-
rectors, are doing to fight the Santa Cruz 
Workforce Housing Initiative.  As you may 
or may not know, we have been working 
with Mayor Keeley for over three years to 
craft this initiative which was one of his 
campaign promises.  It was initially going 
to be just a parcel tax, but he was forced 
to include the transfer tax.

We continued to work with him and got 
the limit of the transfer tax raised to 
$1,800,000 but never agreed to support 
it.  We were also adamant about putting 
some sort of senior exclusion into the or-
dinance and having some sort of oversite 
regarding where the money was going.  
Neither of these were included in his ordi-
nance.

We felt that it would be difficult to fight 
this head on.  The Mayor and City Coun-

cil had done some polling and there was 
about 55% of the population in support 
of this initiative.  If the ordinance was 
drafted by the City Council, they would 
need 66% of the voters to get it passed.  
They decided to have it introduced by a 
citizen group which would then only re-
quire 50% + 1 to pass.  The caveat to this 
was that they would need to get 4000 
signatures to get it on the ballot.

Your Board decided to come up with a 
competitive initiative, the Workforce 
Housing and Climate Protection Act of 
2025.  With the backing of the Santa Cruz 
Count Association of REALTORS® and 
the California Association of REALTORS®, 
funds were designated to draft and file 
our competitive initiative.  These funds 
come from your contributions to the 
REALTOR® Action Fund that you pay every 
year.  As a side note, the required amount 
is $49 but the true cost of doing business 
(and fighting initiatives like this is $199).  
You can contribute additional funds at 
any time.

Ren e e  Me l l o ,  P r e s i d e n t
r e n e e@r e n e em e l l o . c om
831 -840 -2479

https://mysccar.org/wpress/realtor-action-fund/
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PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE

The main features of the Workforce Hous-
ing and Climate Protection Act of 2025 
are twofold.  One is that it raises the sale 
price of a home subject to a transfer tax 
to $4,000,000 and it excludes seniors.  

With Santa Cruz’s dependance on tour-
ism, we felt that some of the money 
should be allocated to repairing things 
like damage to the wharf and West Cliff.
Someone may ask if we’re against trans-
fer taxes in the Mayor’s initiative, why is 
there a transfer tax in ours.  The answer is 
simple, to have a competing measure, it 
must mirror the initiative we are compet-
ing against.

The initiative is with the City Clerk at this 
time.  Once it is approved, it will go out 

for signature gathering.  The financing of 
the signature gathering will be funded by 
REALTOR® Action Funds and distributed 
by CAR.  

We plan on having town halls to update 
you on our progress.  Please don’t hesi-
tate to call if you have any questions.

http://www.mysccar.org
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Diversity
Equity
Inclusion
Calendar

April 
April is dedicated to World Autism 
Month, raising awareness and promoting 
understanding and acceptance of people 
with autism. This month also includes di-
verse religious and cultural celebrations, 
highlighting the rich tapestry of global 
traditions.

2	 World Autism Awareness Day
Promotes understanding and accep-
tance of people with autism.

12	 Jehovah’s Witnesses: The Memorial
of Jesus’ Death
Commemorates the death of Jesus 
Christ.

13-20	Jewish: Passover 
Celebrates the liberation of the Isra-
elites from Egyptian slavery.

14	 Sikh, Hindu: Vaisakhi
Marks the Sikh New Year and cele-
brates the spring harvest.

May
May is Mental Health Awareness Month, 
a time to promote mental well-being and 
reduce the stigma surrounding mental 
health issues. This month also includes 
events that recognize diverse cultural, 
religious, and social contributions to our 
global community.

5	 National Day for Awareness of
Missing and Murdered Indigenous 
Women and Girls
Raises awareness of violence against 
Indigenous women and girls.

12	 Buddhist: Vesak (Buddha Day)
Celebrates the birth, enlightenment, 
and death of Buddha.

15	 Global Accessibility 
Awareness Day
Promotes digital accessibility and 
inclusion for people with disabilities.

17	 LGBTQ+: International Day
Against Homophobia, Transpho-
bia, and Biphobia
Raises awareness of discrimination 
against LGBTQ+ individuals.

17	 Veterans: Armed Forces Day
Honors the men and women who 
serve in the military.

28	 Baha’i: Ascension of Baha’u’llah*
Commemorates the passing of the 
founder of the Baha’i Faith.
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June 
June is LGBTQ+ Pride Month, celebrating 
the diversity, history, and contributions 
of the LGBTQ+ community. This month 
also includes events emphasizing love, 
acceptance, and the importance of coun-
tering hate speech.

2-3	 Jewish: Shavuot*
Celebrates the giving of the Torah at 
Mount Sinai.

7-10	 Islamic: Eid al-Adha*
A major Islamic festival commemo-
rating the willingness of Ibrahim to 
sacrifice his son.

12	 US: Loving Day
Celebrates the anniversary of the 
Supreme Court decision that struck 
down laws banning interracial mar-
riage.

18	 UN: International Day of 
Countering Hate Speech
Promotes efforts to combat hate 
speech worldwide.

19	 US: Juneteenth
Commemorates the emancipation of 
enslaved African Americans.

http://www.mysccar.org
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Navigating
Insurance

UPCOMING EVENTS & 
EDUCATION -  Register online at mysccar.org

Fair  
Housing

zipForm 
Basic

Legislative  
Day

Local 
History

Watsonville 
Mix & Mingle

MAY 14

MAY 8APR 30APR 25

APR 14APR 11APR 7

MAY 16

Spring
Fling!

Land
Use

MAY 10

County Clean
Up Day

MAY 21

Trivia
&  Vino

JUN 13

Legislative  
Update

JUN 20

Local 
Planning

https://tinyurl.com/2uwxvw3p
https://tinyurl.com/2wwpsjn5
https://tinyurl.com/bp4sf8a9
https://tinyurl.com/35j5h8y6
https://tinyurl.com/bp4sf8a9
https://mysccar.org/wpress/event/legislative-day-2025/
https://mysccar.org/wpress/event/watsonville-mix-mingle/
https://tinyurl.com/2jbp38hn
https://mysccar.org/wpress/event/pitch-in-clean-up-day/
https://www.eventbrite.com/e/1281183025919?aff=oddtdtcreator
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http://www.mysccar.org
https://tinyurl.com/2uwxvw3p
https://tinyurl.com/2wwpsjn5
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WELCOME TO OUR 
NEW SIGNATURE 
AFFILIATE!
Brandon Barnes
Davey Tree
brandon.barnes@davey.com
M: 831-588-5614
www.davey.com

Davey Tree was founded in 1880 and Employ-
ee-Owned Since 1979.

With operations throughout North America, 
our branches have expanded, but our commit-
ment to scientifically-based horticultural and 
environmental services and outstanding client 
service has never wavered.

With residential tree service offices across 47 
states, Davey provides professional tree and 
shrub care services that are convenient for you 
and backed by the DaveyCare℠ Guarantee.

Our ISA certified arborists live and work in your 
community. Our arborists are committed to 
helping take care of your trees and shrubs to 
ensure your property remains beautiful and 
healthy.

Find your local arborist and count on person-
alized client services for tree trimming, shrub 
pruning, tree health inspection and treatments, tree and 
shrub fertilization, lawn care, storm prep, and tree removal.

As a locally rooted company, we take pride in being an active 
part of the communities we serve, strengthening relation-
ships and ensuring a lasting impact on the landscapes we 
care for.

http://www.davey.com
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Impress Clients With Local Market Insights 
Using RPRs Next Gen Neighborhoods  
Template

Knowing neighborhoods inside and out is essential for successful real estate agents. 
That’s because buyers aren’t just shopping for bedroom counts and square footage–
they’re choosing a lifestyle, a community and possibly a long-term investment.

Positioning yourself as a neighborhood expert is easier than ever with RPR’s (Realtors 
Property Resource) Next Gen Neighborhood Template.

This new reporting interface, currently in Beta testing, is your ticket to being the “go-to” 
expert on local market trends, housing inventory, lifestyle factors and economic condi-
tions. Building credibility with your clients is a breeze when you can confidently answer 
questions and deliver data about everything from home values to school ratings and 
commute times.

Note: Providing neighborhood information can be tricky and agents must make efforts to 
never “steer” a home buyer or seller. For guidance on providing objective neighborhood 
and school data while maintaining Fair Housing compliance, refer to NAR’s best practices.

http://www.mysccar.org
https://www.nar.realtor/magazine/broker-news/network/how-to-handle-client-questions-about-schools-and-neighborhoods
https://tinyurl.com/4jumh9uh
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Our weekly tour schedules are set in advance to accommodate everyone’s avail-
ability to schedule and view properties. As per our tour rules, it is required that 
you be present and host your open house for the entire duration of the specific 
Area’s scheduled times. Please click here to access the current Area schedule, and 
thank you for your cooperation.

KNOW YOUR TOUR RULES

SCCAR Tour Times: 
 
North County 
Areas 23 - 43 - 9:30  AM - 12:30 PM

Mid County  
Areas 44 -51  - 12:30 - 3:00 PM

South County 
Areas 52 - 59 & 199 - 11 AM  - 2 PM

Join us at our tour marketing meetings 
which are held every Thursday from  

9 - 9:30 AM at our office.

http://www.mysccar.org/upload/files/Tour%20Areas%20&%20Times.pdf
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http://www.mysccar.org
https://tinyurl.com/yhjp8bwj
https://tinyurl.com/bp4sf8a9
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https://mysccar.org/wpress/event/legislative-day-2025/
https://tinyurl.com/4uykv8dh
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http://www.mysccar.org
https://www.nar.realtor/fair-housing/fair-housing-month/fair-housing-month-toolkit
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https://tourfactory.com/
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http://www.mysccar.org
https://tinyurl.com/35j5h8y6
https://mysccar.org/wpress/event/pitch-in-clean-up-day/
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$100 Plus Donaters! 

Eric Adams, Christie’s Int’l R.E. Sereno
Charles Allen, Keller Williams Realty - SC
Steven Allen, Allen Property Group, Inc.
Daniel Alvarez, David Lyng Real Estate
David Anderson, Anderson Christie, Inc.
Fred Antaki, Main Street REALTORS
Hallie Anzalone, Christie’s Int’l R.E. Sereno
Tony J. Aprile, Bailey Properties, Inc.
Neil Aratin, Bailey Properties, Inc.
Lucia Areias, Areias, Lucia   Realtor
Amy Bailey, Bailey Properties, Inc.
Joseph Bailey, Bailey Properties, Inc.
Linda Bailey, Miritz & Bailey Real Estate, Inc.
Lisa Bailey, Bailey Property Management
Nicholas Bailey, Bailey Properties, Inc.
Paul Bailey, Bailey Properties, Inc.

Robert Bailey, Bailey Properties, Inc.
Charles Baldwin, Vesta Real Estate Corp, Inc
Anthony Banovac, C21 Real Estate Alliance
Erik Barbic, Sherman & Boone REALTORS
Margaret Barr, Keller Williams Realty - SC
Caroll Basile, Bailey Properties, Inc.
Ruth Bates, Compass
Richard Beach, Richard Beach Broker
Jeana Beech, eXp Realty of California Inc
Karen Beeson, Golden 1 Credit Union
Gloria Behman, Bailey Properties, Inc.
Phoebe Benet, eXp Realty of California Inc
David J. Bergman, David J. Bergman Realty
Kenneth L. Bergman, Scotts Valley Realty
David Berry, eXp Realty of California Inc
Tahra Blanchette, Wellington Dev. & Invest. 
Michael Bloch, Christie’s Int’l R.E. Sereno

Thank you so much for your generous contributions to the Santa 
Cruz County Association Housing Foundation. Your support has 
made a lasting impact on our community by helping teachers, sin-
gle parents, community heroes, veterans, and seniors achieve the 
dream of homeownership. 

Because of your generosity, these hardworking individuals and 
families now have a place to call home—a foundation of stability, 
security, and hope for the future. Your contributions enable us to 
provide critical financial assistance, making homeownership more 
accessible to those who need it most. We are deeply grateful for your commitment to 
building a stronger, more inclusive community. Your kindness and dedication continue 
to transform lives, one home at a time. 

Thank you for being a vital part of this mission!
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Dennis Bol, MBI Real Estate
Lowell Bookman, Sally Bookman Real Estate
Sally Bookman, Sally Bookman Real Estate
Nicole Bouja, Coldwell Banker Realty
Tim Bowers, Bailey Properties, Inc.
Candace Bradfield, Bradfield & Associates
Teri Brager, Amber Grewer Real Estate
Christopher Braun, Room Real Estate
Denise Brazil, Bailey Properties, Inc.
Thomas Brezsny, Christie’s Int’l R.E. Sereno
Sue Brodsky, David Lyng Real Estate
Judy M. Brose, C21 Real Estate Alliance
Randy Brown, Coldwell Banker Realty
Jonathan Brunelle, David Lyng Real Estate
Lynne Bucher, David Lyng Real Estate
Ryan Buckholdt, CrossCountry Mortgage
Linda Burroughs, Linda Burroughs Real Estate
Paul Burrowes, David Lyng Real Estate
Ann Butler, Richard Zigrang, Broker
Douglas Byrd, Wilson Byrd Real Estate
Joe Callero, USA Realty and Loans
Gregg Camp, Property in Santa Cruz
Rebecca Campos, Berkshire Hathaway 
Betty Canfield, Coldwell Banker Realty
Gina Carling, David Lyng Real Estate
Robert Carling, Community RE, Inc.
Dan Casagrande, Retirement Funding Solutions
Michael B. Casserd, Advantage Properties
Marcellina Catalano, Sotheby’s Int’l Realty
Bryan Chambers, Bailey Properties, Inc.
Sara Christiansen, David Lyng Real Estate
Frank Claiborne, Oasis Properties
Trina Coffman-Gomez, Integrity Lending
Padraic Collins, Stewart Title
Krista Cook, Lighthouse Realty
Peter Cook, Lighthouse Realty
Jackie Copriviza, Sherman & Boone REALTORS
Christopher Coria, RE/MAX Gold Peninsula

David Couch, Revest Homes, Inc.
Leon Paul Coutts, Coldwell Banker Residential Br
Alistair Craft, Christie’s Int’l R.E. Sereno
William H. Cree, David Lyng Real Estate
Michael Croghan, Shaffer & Associates

Marvin Christie, Anderson Christie Inc. Marvin Christie, Anderson Christie Inc. 
Leslie Cruz-Calle, Room Real Estate
Pete Cullen, Bailey Properties, Inc.
Lisa Dailey-Goodrich, Miritz & Bailey RE, Inc.
Monika Davidson, Coldwell Banker Residential Br
Dan Davis, Coldwell Banker Realty
Kelly Davis, Kelly Davis Property Group,Inc
David Dawson, Bailey Properties, Inc.
Dorene Dawson, Bailey Properties, Inc.
Doann de Vries-Wilder, Wilder Associates, Inc.
Robert T. Deacon, Compass
Brian Dean, CrossCountry Mortgage
Frank M. DeBernardo, PORTFOLIO Real Estate
Janee Del Colletti, Santa Cruz Lending Group
Debra Demos, eXp Realty of California Inc
Mario Desantis, Coldwell Banker Residential Br
Brandon Diamond, Bailey Properties, Inc.
Richard Diaz, Vylla Home, Inc
Kathryn Doman, Keller Williams Realty - SC
Ryan Dong, Karon Properties
Maria Dufour, David Lyng Real Estate
Robin Dutra, Berkshire Hathaway HS RealTime
M.C. Dwyer, eXp Realty of California Inc
Jesse Dyer, Keller Williams Realty - SC
Pamela Easton, Sotheby’s International Realty
Ted Egner, Christie’s Int’l R.E. Sereno
Kenn W. Ellis, Century 21 Sandcastle Realty
Ronald Esche, R A E Properties
Peter Eubank, Room Real Estate
Christine Evans, Bailey Properties, Inc.
Misty D. Ewald, eXp Realty of California Inc
Kari Falconer, Room Real Estate

http://www.mysccar.org
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Fatasha Fareed, eXp Realty of California Inc
Erick Fernandez, EF Homes-Keller Williams Realty
Ann S Filbin, Compass
Rebeca Finn, David Lyng Real Estate
Charles Fischer, El Camino Realty
Tai Cheri Fitzpatrick-Aguirre, R.F. 1031 Exchanges 
Greg Flowers, Authentic Real Estate
Ryan Fontana, Keller Williams Realty - SC
Joshua Forst, Room Real Estate
Maaret Forst, Ulla Maaret Forst, Broker
Ronald Fossum, Bailey Properties, Inc.
Elizabeth Foster, David Lyng Real Estate
Sebastian Frey, Compass
Tamar Frey, First American Title Co.
Barrett Garner, Santa Cruz Lending Group
Melissa Gerardi, Oceanside Escrow Services, Inc
Lisa C. Gerety, Bailey Properties, Inc.
Samantha Getz, eXp Realty of California Inc
Jennifer Gilberg, TSG Premier Realty
Joshua Gilbert, Anderson Christie, Inc.
William Gloege, eXp Realty of California Inc
Laurie Goessel, Coldwell Banker Realty
Linda Jean Golling, Century 21 Showcase Realtors
Sage Goncharoff, Bailey Properties, Inc.
Courtney Gonzales, Anderson Christie, Inc.
Virginia Gonzales, Bailey Properties, Inc.
Megan Gooch, Sherman & Boone REALTORS
Nicholas Gorman, eXp Realty of California Inc
Patricia Gragg, Compass
Daniel Grau, Sunset REALTORS
Rossana Grau, Sunset REALTORS
Laura Grenyo, Coldwell Banker Realty
Amber Grewer, Amber Grewer Real Estate
Russell Gross, Russell E. Gross Real Estate
Daniel Grow, California Dreaming
Jesston Haines, Haines & Associates Real Estate
Linda Haines, Haines & Associates Real Estate
Paul Haney, Anderson Christie, Inc.
Karina Hannah, Christie’s Int’l R.E. Sereno

Julie Hansmann, David Lyng Real Estate
Janie Hanson, Intero Real Estate Services
Megan Harris, Golden State Finance Authority
Britt Haselton, Haselton Properties
Spencer Hays, eXp Realty of California Inc
Walter Heil, Room Real Estate
Lloyd Hennessy Jr., Christie’s Int’l R.E. Sereno
Wanda Hernandez, Ponderosa Realty
Mackenzie Hesson, eXp Realty of California Inc
Zachary Hewett, David Lyng Real Estate
Jimmie Hicks, Hicks & Associates, Inc.
Ashley Hill, Room Real Estate
Brooke Hinchman, David Lyng Real Estate
Kenneth Hinchman, David Lyng Real Estate
Sandy Hockman, Vista Properties, Inc.
Mickey Holzman, Holzman & Daw, Inc.
Suzanne Hood, Century 21 Showcase Realtors
Danielle Huff, Bailey Property Management
Martha Hughes, Compass
Bob Hulter, Hulter, Bob  REALTOR
Joseph Hutson, Guaranteed Rate, Inc.
Anthony Jacobo, eXp Realty of California Inc
Amy Jeske, Coldwell Banker Realty
Alexander Johnson, David Lyng Real Estate
Becky Jones, Sotheby’s Int’l Realty-Rancho
Julie Jones, Russell E. Gross Real Estate
Margaret Julien, Coldwell Banker Realty
Orang Kamkar, Coldwell Banker Realty
Sandy Kaplan, Santa Cruz Properties
Nicole Karon, Karon Properties
Stephen Karon, Karon Properties
Jennifer Kelly, Bailey Properties, Inc.
Maureen Kendall, David Lyng Real Estate
Rick Kepler, Coldwell Banker Realty
Datta S. Khalsa, Main Street REALTORS
Matthew Kimmel, eXp Realty of California Inc
Neil Kimmel, eXp Realty of California Inc
Pamela Kimmel, eXp Realty of California Inc



www.mysccar.org       19

Roger Knapp, Christie’s Int’l R.E. Sereno
Tanner Kufchak, David Lyng Real Estate
Cherie La France-Anderson, David Lyng Real Estate
Christopher Lambrechts, Miritz & Bailey RE, Inc.

Connie Landes, Anderson Christie, Inc.Connie Landes, Anderson Christie, Inc.
Neal Langholz, Karon Properties
Geneva Lawless, David Lyng Real Estate
Sonia Leclerc, Coldwell Banker Realty
Jon T. Lee, Jon Lee, Broker
Patricia Leggett, David Lyng Real Estate
Olivia Leibowitz, Bradfield & Associates
Moira Leigh, New Directions R.E. Services
Vicki C. Leisses, Christie’s Int’l R.E. Sereno
Sophia Lerios, eXp Realty of California Inc
Carol Lerno, Main Street REALTORS
Dena Levey, eXp Realty of California Inc
Jill Lindsay, Bailey Properties, Inc.
Shawndy Linquist, Compass
Gail LoBello, G L Crown Real Estate Inc
Hugo Lopez, PAK Home Realty
Jesse Lopez, eXp Realty of California Inc
Aurora Lowe, Keller Williams Thrive
Gregory Lukina, David Lyng Real Estate
Morgan Lukina, David Lyng Real Estate
Michael J. Lussier, California Dreaming
Stephanie Lutz, Epique Realty
Megan Lyng, David Lyng Real Estate
Sally Lyng, David Lyng Real Estate
Linda Lynn, eXp Realty of California Inc
Holly D. Ma, David Lyng Real Estate
Aldina Maciel, Aldina Real Estate, Inc.
Bryan MacKenzie, Coldwell Banker Realty
Jayson Madani, Room Real Estate
Bethany Madsen, Coldwell Banker Realty
Lori Mahan, Wells Fargo Private Mortgage
Vicki Malandra, David Lyng Real Estate
Randy Maldonado, Cheshire-Rio Realty
Greg Mann, Coldwell Banker Realty
Rochelle Manning, Sotheby’s International Realty

Colleen Marchbank, Compass
Jennifer Marini, Schooner Realty
Nicholas Marini, Marini & Locatelli Prop Mgmt
Teresa Marlow, Compass
Bertilia Marquez, C21 Real Estate Alliance
Timothy Martin, Martin Properties
Sandy Mason, Santa Cruz Properties
Lisa Mazzei, Blue Adobe Mortgage
John E. McCombs, David Lyng Real Estate
William McKown, Bailey Properties, Inc.
Kaicie McMurray, High Tide Real Estate
Justin McNabb, Keller Williams Realty - SC
RoseMarie McNair, McNair Real Properties
Tarra McPartland, eXp Realty of California Inc
Kathleen Mekis, David Lyng Real Estate
Renee Mello, Keller Williams Thrive
Antonio Melo, Aldina Real Estate, Inc.
Martha Meyer, Christie’s Int’l R.E. Sereno
Karen Miller, Coldwell Banker Realty
Natasha Mingay, Christie’s Int’l R.E. Sereno
Valerie Mishkin, Bailey Properties, Inc.
Lisa Modena, eXp Realty of California Inc
Myrtha Moll, David Lyng Real Estate
Diane Molnar, David Lyng Real Estate
Christina Morales, eXp Realty of California Inc
Lizabeth Morell, Bailey Properties, Inc.
David Morrell, eXp Realty of California Inc
Craig Muhlenhaupt, Choate Realty
Dennise Mukhar, Christie’s Int’l R.E. Sereno
Leslie Nagata-Garcia, Tri-County R.E. Associates, In
Stacy Nelson, David Lyng Real Estate
Jennifer Nielsen, Room Real Estate
Jo Ann Nielsen, Jo Ann Nielsen, R.E. Broker
Cheri Nilsson, Christie’s Int’l R.E. Sereno
Candace Noel, Bailey Properties, Inc.
Denise Norris, David Lyng Real Estate
Rhonda Obert, Anderson Christie, Inc.
Regina Odom, eXp Realty of Northern CA Inc.
John O’Donnell, Lighthouse Realty
Kent Ohmann, Kent A. Ohmann, Broker

http://www.mysccar.org
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Samantha Olden, David Lyng Real Estate
Jennine Olea, Revest Homes, Inc.

Kathy Oliver, Oliver Property Mgmt.Kathy Oliver, Oliver Property Mgmt.
Mardeli Padilla Chavarry, Bailey Properties, Inc.
Jana Page, Room Real Estate
Barbara J. Palmer, Bailey Properties, Inc.
Joseph Parker, eXp Realty of Northern CA Inc.
Sean Pate, Coldwell Banker Realty
Nicholas Pavlina, Russell E. Gross Real Estate
Prescott Pavlina, Room Real Estate
Cheryl Payne, Santa Cruz Mountains Real Esta
Pete Pearson, Bailey Properties, Inc.
Stephen Pearson, Pearson Properties
Leticia Pedroso Hostins, Room Real Estate
Deborah Penny, eXp Realty of California Inc
David Pera, Blue Sky Real Estate
Dianne Pereira, Bailey Properties, Inc.
Whitney Phillips, David Lyng Real Estate
Natalie Pinkerton, David Lyng Real Estate
F. Carolina Portillo Franco, Keller Williams Realty - SC
Beth Powanda, Old Republic Home Protection
Margaret Price, Blue Sky Real Estate
Douglas Pringle, Bailey Properties, Inc.
Marion Proffitt, Bailey Properties, Inc.
Jenny Putney, David Lyng Real Estate
Rogelio Ramirez, Keller Williams Thrive
Geoffrey Rashe, Coldwell Banker Residential Br
Catherine Rathbun, Bailey Properties, Inc.
Emily Reilly, Bailey Properties, Inc.
Michele Replogle, Compass
Jesse Reyes, Jason Mitchell Real Estate Cal
John Ribera, Coldwell Banker Residential Br
Honora Robertson, Robertson Real Estate
David Rocha, Watsonville Real Estate
Jose Rocha, Aldina Real Estate, Inc.
Janet Romanowski, David Lyng Real Estate
Robin Ronzano, Searchlight Lending
Diana Rugh, David Lyng Real Estate
Janet Russell, David Lyng Real Estate

Dana Sales, C21 Real Estate Alliance
David Samples, eXp Realty of California Inc
Gisele Sasso, David Lyng Real Estate
Andrea Schenk, Santa Cruz Lending Group
Karen Schenk, Old Republic Title Co.
Suzanne Schmidt, Old Republic Title Co.
Michael Schoeder, Cushman & Wakefield
Carole Schwarzbach, Schwarzbach Assoc. Realtors
Matthew Schwarzbach, Schwarzbach Assoc. Realtors

Danielle Scott, Anderson Christie, Inc.Danielle Scott, Anderson Christie, Inc.
Dennis Scott, eXp Realty of California Inc
Richard Seadler, Monterey Bay Realty
Susan Seeger, David Lyng Real Estate
Julian Sekon, Epique Realty
Jeanne Shada, Scotts Valley Property Mgmt.
Rachel Shaffer, Bailey Property Management
Wayne Shaffer, Shaffer & Associates
Peggy L. Sharp, Sharp Properties
Rachael Shelton, JR Parrish-Santa Cruz
Marcela Simonkova, David Lyng Real Estate
Gizelle Sipin, Christie’s Int’l R.E. Sereno
John Sipin, Christie’s Int’l R.E. Sereno
John Skillicorn, Coldwell Banker Realty
Sierra Skipper, Bailey Property Management
Bobbie Smith, David Lyng Real Estate
Julianne Smith, Authentic Real Estate
Scott Smith, Anderson Christie, Inc.
Heather Smith James, Revest Homes, Inc.
Mike Soros, Redwood-Baye Properties
Lynnette Sousa, Aldina Real Estate, Inc.
Jynnette Sousa-Melo, Aldina Real Estate, Inc.
Caren L. Spencer, Compass
Lauren Spencer, Coldwell Banker Realty
Jerald P. Spodick, Jerald Spodick, Broker
Craig Springbett, Christie’s Int’l R.E. Sereno
Brooke Squyres, Brooke Squyres, Longbridge Fin
MJ Stearns, eXp Realty of California Inc
Crystal Stefani, eXp Realty of California Inc
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Ashley Steffenson, Homeguard Incorporated
Jody Stelck, Surf City Rentals, Inc.
Susan Stelle, Century 21 Showcase Realtors
Dennis Stewart, Dennis Stewart, Broker
David Stouder, eXp Realty of California Inc
Marika Strauss, Christie’s Int’l R.E. Sereno
Jan Strawmyer, J. S. Properties
Benjamin Strock, eXp Realty of California Inc
Lori Strusis, Century 21 Showcase Realtors
Denise Stuart, BRG Realty
John Summers, Summers Real Estate
Bruce Taylor, Coldwell Banker Realty
Deborah Taylor, eXp Realty of California Inc
Jan Taylor, Century 21 Sandcastle Realty
Donna M. Teale, Sherman & Boone REALTORS
Lea L. Tedrowe, Tedrowe Realty & Investments
Ulisses Terriquez Alcalan, Keller Williams Realty - SC
Gwyneth Thomas, C21 Real Estate Alliance
Mary Thomas, Bradfield & Associates
Suzanne Thomas, Coldwell Banker Realty
Joanne Thompson, Bailey Properties, Inc.
Kendra Thompson, eXp Realty of California Inc
Derek Timm, Montalvo Homes & Estates
Gayle Topping, Revest Homes, Inc.
Meredith Torres, Beachwood Properties
Nicholas Torres, Sherman & Boone REALTORS
Kelley Trousdale, Century 21 Sandcastle Realty
Ronnie Trubek, Century 21 Showcase Realtors
Peter Truman, Haselton Properties
Randy Turnquist, C21 Real Estate Alliance
Bettsy Tyler, Coldwell Banker Realty
John Ultsch, Room Real Estate
Anina Van Alstine, Coldwell Banker Realty
Jacqueline Van Metre, David Lyng Real Estate
Carol VanAusdal, Coastal Dream Realty
Nicholas Vargas, Compass
Jo Ann Vear, Vear Properties
Daniel Veik, C21 Real Estate Alliance
Ryan Velasco, Kelly Davis Property Group,Inc

Fernando Vicente, Bay Equity Lending
Marcus Vidrine, David Lyng Real Estate
Caleb Vink, eXp Realty of California Inc
Sanika Vivek, Keller Williams Realty - SC
Carolyn Wade, David Lyng Real Estate
Karen Wade, Bailey Property Management
Sarah Wagner, eXp Realty of Northern CA Inc.
Kaelin Wagnermarsh, Keller Williams Realty - SC
Debra Wallace, Karon Properties
Jessica Wallace, Coldwell Banker Residential Br

Jennifer Watson, Christie’s Int’l R.E. SerenoJennifer Watson, Christie’s Int’l R.E. Sereno
David Webb, eXp Realty of California Inc
Thomas Werbe, Breakwater Properties, Inc.
Lisa Whitcomb, Whitcomb Properties
Richard White, Bailey Properties, Inc.
Michael Whiting, David Lyng Real Estate
Jeff Wickum, Epique Realty
James F. Wilder, Wilder Associates, Inc.
Richard Wilkins, Wilkins Real Estate
Lela A. Willet, Anderson Christie, Inc.
Kori Williams, David Lyng Real Estate
Tina Williams, Karon Properties
Sara Wilson, David Lyng Real Estate
Matt Wittkins, Compass
Daniel Wolford, Christie’s Int’l R.E. Sereno
Scarlett Wolford, Christie’s Int’l R.E. Sereno
Brenda Wood, Haines & Associates Real Estate
Rose Wood, eXp Realty of California Inc
Jorge Zamora-Guerrero, eXp Realty of N. CA Inc.
James Zenner, Karon Properties
Bret Zischke, Bailey Properties, Inc.

 

Learn more about the Housing 
Foundation, how to  donate and our 

programs at www.mysccarhf.org

http://www.mysccar.org
http://www.mysccarhf.org
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ARE Inspections o�ers various inspection and testing services 
to cover all of your indoor environmental concerns. 

• Mold Inspections  •  Allergens  • VOC’s  • Bacteria  
• Well Water  •  Radon  •  Thermography 

Contact Owner Kevin Corr
831-227-0805 | areinspection.com 

kevin@areinspections.com

https://www.eventbrite.com/e/20-years-of-the-sccar-housing-foundation-tickets-1295298515729?aff=oddtdtcreator
https://areinspections.com/
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People don’t hire logos, they hire people. 
Build relationships

BY ANGELA YUNGK
February 10, 2025

All we hear about today is the importance 
of branding. Real estate gurus are shouting 
from the mountain tops that we must have 
a brand or we will lose business. The idea 
is that a strong brand will set you apart, 
attract clients and, ultimately, drive your 
success.

But here’s the real reality: While branding 
is an important aspect, it’s not the only 
source of long-term success in real estate 
(or any business, for that matter). What 
matters is something much more impact-
ful: building solid relationships.
 
Ultimately, people don’t hire logos, they 
hire people.
 

Most people don’t hire an agent based 
solely on a perfect brand; they want to 
work with someone who they can trust. 
When you take the time to prioritize build-
ing genuine connections over projecting a 
polished brand, you lay the groundwork for 
a thriving network of clients who not only 
return to you but also refer their friends 
and family to you.

Yes, a nice logo and pretty fonts are great, 
but it’s the relationship you build first that 
will keep them coming back. 

Agents are sold the idea of spending count-
less hours and dollars on perfecting their 

http://www.mysccar.org
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brand without realizing that relationships 
offer the highest ROI.

Here’s why:
1.  Trust leads to loyalty: People do business 
with the ones they trust. When you focus 
on building trust through genuine interac-
tions, you create a loyal client base. These 
are the clients who won’t hesitate to refer 
you to their friends, family and colleagues.

2.  Referrals are gold: Relationship-building 
naturally leads to referrals and, ultimately, 
more business. This is why before you buy 
a new product on Amazon, you check the 
reviews first and if you see tons of negative 
feedback it makes you think twice before 
buying. 

3.  Repeat clients are your bread and butter. 
If you’ve invested time in building relation-
ships, you’ll find that clients come back 
to you when they’re ready for their next 
move. Branding might attract them once, 
but relationships will bring them back time 
and time again. That’s your reputation and 
it can’t be bought. 

4.  Resilience in tough times: The market is 
unpredictable and can go up and quickly 
come back down. In difficult times, a strong 
network of trusted relationships can be 
your safety net. When deals are harder to 
come by, it’s the people you’ve built rela-
tionships with who will support you, refer 
you, and keep your business afloat.
How to shift from branding to relation-
ship-building

If you’ve been focusing heavily on brand-
ing, don’t worry — it’s not too late to shift 
your focus to building strong relationships. 
Here are some simple ways to start priori-
tizing relationships:

1.  Humanize yourself: Showing up on so-
cial media is only one part of this equation. 
You need human interactions in real life. 
Whether it’s a quick check-in call, a person-
alized email or a coffee meeting, make the 
effort to stay connected.

2.  As Judge Judy would say, ‘You have two 
ears and one mouth for a reason’: The best 
way to build a relationship is to listen more 
than you talk. Ask questions, understand 
your client’s pain points and find ways to 
add value. This approach is far more re-
latable than simply broadcasting all your 
latest achievements.

3.  Be authentic: Forget the corporate jar-
gon and polished pitches. Be real, be your-
self, and let your personality shine through. 
Authenticity builds trust faster than any 
scripted sales pitch ever could.

4.  Give before you receive: Whether it’s 
offering advice, sharing a helpful resource, 
or simply being a sounding board, be gen-
erous with your time and knowledge. When 
you give without expecting anything in 
return, you build goodwill that pays off in 
the long run.

Angela Yungk is a managing broker and lead 
mentor with Arterra Realty Florida. You can 
connect with Angela on Instagram and Linke-
dIn.
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City New Inventory Sold
Avg. 
DOM

Avg. Sale 
Price

Median Sale 
Price

Median 
$/Sqft

% LP 
Rec'd

Sale 
Volume

Avg. Home
Sq. Ft.

Avg. Lot 
Sq. Ft.

Months of 
Inventory

Aptos 20 43 8 31 $1,898,375 $1,586,500 $830 98% $15,187,000 2,185 37,494 4
Ben Lomond 4 13 2 9 $1,057,000 $1,057,000 $577 104% $2,114,000 1,953 9,409 5.6
Boulder Creek 9 29 6 67 $620,000 $642,500 $473 89% $3,720,000 1,620 18,877 3.6
Brookdale 0 0 0
Capitola 4 8 0
Corralitos 0 4 0
Felton 4 11 5 56 $934,100 $812,000 $694 100% $4,670,500 1,559 15,281 2.4
Freedom 0 0 1 4 $750,000 $750,000 $701 107% $750,000 1,070 6,534 0
La Selva Beach 4 8 0
Los Gatos 8 21 2 9 $1,146,000 $1,146,000 $565 100% $2,292,000 2,008 106,113 7
Mount Hermon 0 1 1 177 $310,000 $310,000 $359 79% $310,000 864 11,500 1.5
Santa Cruz 38 54 20 42 $2,336,737 $1,482,500 $930 98% $46,734,749 1,783 42,162 2.3
Scotts Valley 8 10 4 36 $1,329,500 $1,315,000 $663 97% $5,318,000 2,026 10,106 1.6
Soquel 8 13 1 56 $1,565,000 $1,565,000 $735 98% $1,565,000 2,130 8,973 7.8
Watsonville 12 39 7 58 $896,128 $810,000 $567 97% $6,272,900 1,298 65,757 5.9

  Summary 119 254 57 50 1,167,531$            $1,057,000 $663 97% $88,934,149 1,681 30,201 3.8

City New Inventory Sold
Avg. 
DOM

Avg. Sale 
Price

Median Sale 
Price

Median 
$/Sqft

% LP 
Rec'd

Sale 
Volume

Avg. Home
Sq. Ft.

Avg. Lot 
Sq. Ft.

Months of 
Inventory

Aptos 11 27 3 98 $1,080,333 $1,125,000 $583.00 99% $3,241,000 1,615 1,452 11.6
Boulder Creek 0 3 1 102 $550,000 $550,000 $422.00 157% $550,000 1,304 9
Capitola 6 5 7 12 $901,428 $890,000 $758.00 102% $6,310,000 1,177 1,315 1.5
La Selva Beach 0 3 0
Santa Cruz 18 35 9 48 $796,000 $888,000 $828.00 99% $7,164,000 951 1,104 3.4
Scotts Valley 8 8 3 5 $793,333 $710,000 $630.00 102% $2,380,000 1,261 1,329 2.7
Soquel 4 3 1 27 $830,000 $830,000 $689.00 100% $830,000 1,205 1,350 9
Watsonville 6 15 6 47 $948,333 $742,500 $536.00 98% $5,690,000 1,508 1,490 4.1

  Summary 53 99 30 48 $842,775 $830,000 $630 108% 26,165,000$        1,289 1,340 5.9

Data provided by MLS Listings, Inc. and compiled by the Santa Cruz County Association of REALTORS®

SSaannttaa  CCrruuzz  CCoouunnttyy  HHoouussiinngg  SSttaattiissttiiccss
February 2025: Santa Cruz County - Single Family Residential

February 2025: Santa Cruz County - Common Interest Development

March 24, 2025 – California bounced back solidly 
after a slow start for the year as mortgage rates 
declined throughout the month of February. While 
home sales remain soft by historical standards, the 
increase is a first step in the right direction. Con-
currently, the Federal Reserve held interest rates 
steady but lowered economic growth forecasts, 
citing trade policy risks. U.S. housing starts also 
rebounded, while homebuilder sentiment dropped 
to a seven-month low. Despite rising uncertain-
ty in the economy and the policy arena, rates are 
expected to moderate later this year, and the hous-
ing market should continue to improve in Q225 
and Q325. Read more

MARKET MINUTE

https://www.car.org/en/marketdata/marketminute 
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FOLLOW
mysccar.org
facebook.com/mysccar
instagram.com/santa_cruz_assoc_of_realtors

https://mysccar.org/wpress/
https://www.facebook.com/mysccar
https://www.instagram.com/santa_cruz_assoc_of_realtors/

